
 

   

            

    

 The Monthly Newsletter of Bethel United Church of Christ    

                                    E-mail bethelchurchbeloit@gmail.com             July 2020 

Website: bethelbeloit.org 

A Beacon of Hope 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the pastor  

 “I tell you, do not worry. Don’t worry about your life and what you will eat 

or drink. And don’t worry about your body and what you will wear. Isn’t 
there more to life than eating? Aren’t there more important things for the 
body than clothes?  Look at the birds of the air. They don’t plant or gather 

crops. They don’t put away crops in storerooms. But your Father who is in 
heaven feeds them. Aren’t you worth much more than they are? Can you 
add even one hour to your life by worrying? Matthew 6:25-27  

 
We read these words in Matthew’s Gospel telling us not to worry.  On June 
16, 2020 I learned that a friend of mine was killed in a car motorcycle acci-
dent; a car ran a stop sign at Rt. 153 and Beachwood Ave. throwing my 
friend off his motorcycle, he was pronounced dead at the scene. This was a 
man that I occasionally ate breakfast with for the past two years. He was 
60 years old the same age as me.  I say this along with this scripture be-
cause I tend to worry about things, and I know that many of you do also.   
 
We have today to live and we have no guarantee what tomorrow will bring.  
In the midst of the pandemic we can worry, or we can act, the simple fact 

is that we can keep our distance and wear a mask when in public and we 
can limit our exposure to crowds, and oh yes wash our hands. All of this 
will keep us safe and way from the virus.  My friend that I mentioned be-
fore was that type of person that didn’t worry much, in fact he was very 
laid back. As the text tells us we cannot add a single day to our lives by 
worrying so let us not worry but place our life in the hands of God.   
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Concerning tithe and offerings: We are creatures of habit, so much so 

that when our routine is changed, we can totally forget things that we 

thought were important. Over the past 4 months all our routines have be 

blown out of the water.  It has been surprising to me that our giving had 

been as steady as it has been.  I thank all of you who have faithfully given 

to Bethel as we make our way through a time that is like none we have 

seen before.  I also know that some have gotten out of the practice of writ-

ing a check and dropping it in the offering plate because you have not been 

to church to do that.  I would encourage you to work at this in two ways, 

one place a reminder on your calendar to weekly or monthly send a check 

to the church; or contact your bank and set up automatic bill pay to the 

church. We will also do our part to keep you updated on how things are go-

ing with our offerings and budget. This church has an incredible heart for 

ministry, and you continue to reach out in many ways to the people around 

you and around the world.  The food pantry is just one part of the outreach 

that has continued throughout the pandemic; CAMPP has also continued as 

Luanne has packaged a summer fun time for the children to work on, and 

invited them to come and decorate the parking lot with chalk drawings. 

(There are displays of 

that in this Beacon.) 

Thank you for your gen-

erosity and support.   
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Members of Bethel Church: 

 

The General Council has designated a 3-day voting period of July 6th thru July 8th 

for the congregation to cast their vote on the remodeling projects for the church 

that General Council has recently approved. 

We have posted this information in the Church Beacon for June and July and have 

sent out a letter to the congregation so that you can give us your approval to 

proceed with these projects. Right now since the church is empty it is an excellent 

time to get some of these projects completed before winter sets in. 

The following is a list of the projects we are seeking approval and their costs. The 

funding for these projects will be paid from our GEMS funds. The following are 

those projects: 

1. Windows: Replacing all the windows on the main level of the church. This 

includes the removal and replacement windows and for the stained glass 

windows in the sanctuary, the cleaning and repair of those windows and 

the removal/cleaning of the plexiglass exterior coverings.  

Total cost:$42,990.00 

 

2. Lighting: Upgrading of all lighting in the church from old incandescent bulbs 

to energy efficient LED bulbs. In some instances, a number of older fixtures 

will need to be replaced. This project will increase the churches energy 

efficiency along with improve the quality of lighting provided throughout 

the church building. Total cost: $4,953.00 

 

3. A/C for the sanctuary: Installation of an independent air conditioning unit 

to cool the worship areas of the church. Ductwork would be installed in the 

ceiling which would cool the sanctuary, balcony and sound room areas. 

Total cost: $6,750.00 
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4. A/C for the offices/meeting rooms: Installation of Mini-Split Heat Pump 

units that would cool the Pastor/church office rooms and for the 

nursery/meeting rooms. Total cost: $2,200.00 x 2 = $4,400.00 

 

5. Dehumidifier: Installation of a commercial grade dehumidifier in lower level 

of the church to take the moisture out of fellowship hall, kitchen and food 

pantry areas. This would also help keep those areas cooler and provide 

better air quality and environment for the fellowship hall when used for 

CAMPP. Total cost: 1,750.00 

 

There are a couple of bids that would need to be added for the exterior wiring for 

the AC projects. Total cost of all the projects would be $60,843.00. The request of 

your vote would be the approval to spend up to $100,000.00 to cover the 

projects, additional electrical bids and any overages that might come up. Again, 

the money for these projects will be paid out of the GEMS fund. 

 

As stated before, we would like to get some of these project started as soon as 

possible to take advantage of the weather and church building being empty so the 

General Council is asking that you call the church office during the voting period 

of July 6th thru July 8th and cast your vote. 

 

Blessings, 

 

Your Church General Council 
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CAMPP NEWS 

 

 

Those who attended our first “parking lot 

church service” on June 21st were greeted 

with lots of fun messages and great artwork compliments of our CAMPP Kids and their 

families!!! On Saturday, June 20th , we had 16 CAMPP Kids and siblings along with 12 

parents and grandparents, gathered in our church parking lot for our “WELCOME 

BACK”  SIDEWALK CHALK EXTRAVAGANZA / PIZZA PARTY!!!!! Music, balloons, 

pizza, chips, popsicles and of course lots of smiling faces were the scene of the FUN-

FILLED few hours. What a great time!!! And the artwork was FABULOUS!!!!!! A HUGE 

THANK YOU to all the families that took part to make this such a SUPER event. Many 

requested to make this an annual event. YAY!!! 

In our Beacon last month I had mentioned that the kids were each about to receive their 

very own FUN BAG of surprises after following the clues they received in the mail. 

These bags were filled with snacks, crafts, activities, books and all kinds of things to 

play with. All bags have now been distributed and pictures have started coming in as 

they have fun working on things at home to earn their points!!! Hope you all have TONS 

of FUN!!!!! 

Not sure at this point what CAMPP will look like in the fall, but rest assured we are 

working on ideas and plans to keep us connected. Hope you all have a fun and SAFE 

summer!!!! 
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Monthly approved budget $17,271.95    

Income: (Offering)  $  12,236.98   annual income:  $  64,911.34  

 (G.E.M.)  $    5,000.00      $  25,000.00  

total:   $  17,236.98   total:   $  89,911.34  

       

Expense:  (overhead)  $  15,239.71   annual expense: $88,184.21  

 (benev.)  $              -        $    7,546.57  

total:   $  15,239.71   total:  $95,730.78  

New sound and computer systems project donations:   $       200.00   

One Great Hour of Sharing donations to date:  $152.20   

(note historically this is around $500.00)    
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If "you" miss your church family, call them, send them a card - text - or Email. And 
above all, pray for each other!  

Our Pantry is still operating . It is  being done as a drive-thru. In the month of June  
they served 52 families for a total  of  118 people. In July pantry will be operating on 
the 8th and 22nd.  

 

 

 
 330/525-7330 

 
THE CHURCH’S  E-MAIL IS :  

BETHELCHURCHBELOIT@GMAIL.COM 
 
 
 

Pastor Allen Kahler 
Minister 

 
 
 
 

Deborah Cappa 
Ministry Assistant 

 
 
 
 
 

Anne McKarns 
Treasurer 

 
 
 
 

Wayne Fieldhouse 
Building Maintenance 

 
 
 
 

Luanne Sanor 
Music Director  

CAMPP Director 
 
 
 
 

Peggy Christy 
Pianist/Organist 

Abraham Yeagley 

7/1 

Patsy Harlan 

7/14 

Delora Anthony 

7/17 

Estella Smith 

7/21 

Allen Deckerd 

 

 

 

 

Joe & Janette McKibben 

7/2/2005 

 

Jim & Linda Buttermore 
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