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The Beacon 
 

The 40 Days of Lent 

 

 Lent is part of the rich history of the Christian church, dating back to the third 

century CE. The season began as a mere 40-hour fast of preparation for those who 

were going to be baptized on Easter, to coincide with the belief that Jesus spent 40 

hours in the tomb. Over the years, it was expanded to include all the faithful and 

was lengthened; the church finally settled on a 40-day Lenten fast, beginning on 

Ash Wednesday (March 6) and concluding the Saturday before Easter (April 20). 

(Sundays are not included in the count, as each Sunday is a little Easter, a weekly 

reminder of the Resurrection.) The number 40 was chosen for its significance in 

the Bible, most notably that Jesus fasted in the wilderness for 40 days. The story of 

Jesus’ 40-day sojourn in the wilderness at the beginning of his ministry is the tra-

ditional gospel reading for the first Lent has become a period of introspection and 

self-evaluation. People tend to spend more time in prayer, Bible study, and per-

sonal or private meditation and reflection. Often, people will “give up something” 

for Lent, or “take on” a discipline or activity. Many churches take special offerings 

for hunger and world development during this season. Lent’s liturgical color is 

purple, associated with repentance from ancient times. Some have likened Lent to 

a “wilderness time,”             Continued on page 2 
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recalling other biblical wanderings and times of trial and repentance: the 40 days and 

nights of rain that destroyed all the earth but Noah, his family, and the animals in the 

ark; the 40 years the Israelites wandered in the wilderness; the 40 days Moses spent 

fasting on the mountain before he received the Law. Wilderness times can be wonder-

ful, positive times as well: the time the Israelite wandered in the wilderness formed 

them as a nation; the 40-day journey of Elijah to Mount Horeb, honestly seeking God’s 

presence and discovering a call to prophetic ministry. It was in the wilderness where 

Hagar found spiritual renewal where John baptized, and where Jesus fed the multi-

tudes. And while the gospel passage for the first week of Lent is traditionally on Jesus’ 

temptations, it is important to note that Jesus was strengthened by this wilderness 

time. Thus, Lent can be a time, not so much to focus on guilt and shame, but a time of 

growing profoundly in our faith, strengthened by an assurance of God’s presence, 

which empowers us to face the truth of Good Friday, and then rejoice in the glory of 

Easter. Lent offers us the opportunity to slow down, enter our own “wilderness” to re-

flect, pray, and find ourselves renewed in God’s presence. 

 
Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2018 Seasons of the Spirit™ SeasonsFusion Lent • Easter 2019 
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           Bethel United Church of  Christ  

Notes from Feb 12, 2019 

 

Financial report:   
$8000.00 was used from benevolence to pay bills but will be 

paid back asap. 

1
st
 of March we will be purchasing Church Windows program 

due to glitches in the present Church Windows. 

 

Elders Report:   

Lots of our home or hospital bound people were visited by our 

elders and pastor. 

 

Pastor Report:    

Pastor Allen said he is glad to be back in the parsonage. He 

mentioned there are a couple of minor things he needs to talk 

to Dennis Bauman about fixing in the parsonage. 

    

President Report: Jackie addressed all of the items from the old and new   

      business on this report. 

 

Food Pantry:   In January the Pantry served 96 families totaling 313 people
        

 

Old Business:   

The Prayer Chain has been updated. 

We will be Fingerprinting staff members.. This process will 
happen every 5 years at a cost of $30.00 per employee. 
For security reasons we plan on moving Deb’s desk closer to 
the door where the button to talk to and let people in is, as the 
door will be locked. 
Anne is in the process of putting Vicki and Sandy on the pay-
roll for preparing and operating the sound/video system. 
Remaining balance of $648.50 for 2015 remodel project is al-
most paid. 
It appears as though all who have requested the Beacon via e-
mail are getting it. 
The Church Website project is in the process. 
Pastor Allen has met with the VBS committee and Reading 
Church will be the location. More info to come.  
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New Business: 

   Church camp at Templed Hills Registration is open: 
  Need to know how many and who are attending 
  Family pays the deposit approximately  $75.00. Church pays 

the rest. 
 

 Bell Choir is in need of 2 pairs of gloves per person. 
The Apple Dumpling Gang has decided to finance the second 
pair of gloves 
. 
   The Mother/Daughter banquet may be a tea with a 
guest speaker. 
 
   A request was made for new tables and chairs for the 
nursery. It was suggested that the funds could come out of un-
designated memorials. 
 
   Ben Rupp, our insurance guy, called looking for info to 
help reduce our cost of insurance. 
 
   Setting the church calendar: 
    Head usher and communion schedule 

Vicki- Feb., Jackie- Mar.& April, Linda- May& 
June, Marcia- July & Aug., Wanda- Sept., Sandy- Oct., Jackie – 
Nov. and Wanda- Dec. 
Nayiri, the Association Minister will be at our March 19

th  
Consis-

tory meeting to talk about governance. 
 
            Habitat Build $2500.00 will come out of Benevolence 
Savings. June-July the second half of the money will be due. 
Ground breaking is March 6

th
 on Noble St. in Alliance. Recipient 

is Angela Anderson. May 5
th
 will be a dessert auction to raise 

second half funds for the build. May 18
th
 is our day to work on 

the build doing siding and drywall. Time 8-2pm. Allen will be 
working with the men’s group. The day Bethel is responsible for 
lunch is June 29

th.
 Completion of the project is projected to be 

July 13
th
. 
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CAMPP News 

CAMPP nights have been going great with lots of FUN packed into an hour.   To catch up 

a little bit.....we had an awesome turnout for our Glow in the Dark night in January.  

Seventeen kids and eleven adults had a blast as they were all decked out with glow in 

the dark necklaces and bracelets.  Glow in the dark balloons also helped to set the 

mood for a crazy “glowing” fun-filled night.  At one point each child received a small 

flashlight representing “Jesus – the Light of the World” and they used the lights to 

search through the entire darkened Fellowship Hall for their own personalized clues 

for their “Treasure Hunt”.  Once all of their clues were pieced together they found the 

real treasure....that Jesus Loved “THEM”.   Of course a bag of “treasures” was also 

awarded to each child upon completion of their hunt along with the knowledge that 

“THEY” were Jesus’ Treasure!!!  Such a fun night!! 

During February the kids have spent time learning the Ten Commandments.  They will 

even be learning hand motions to help remember them in order.  The kids also contin-

ue to work on their Bible Bucks to earn their new CAMPP shirts.  Our very first 

CAMPP Kid to earn his shirt is John Korosy.  YAY!!!  Great job John!!!!   Kelly Ewing 

has earned her Bible, Leah Barnett and Ella Humphrey have earned their CAMPP 

bags and Jocelyn Phillis has earned her Cross.  How exciting!!!  So proud of each of 

you!!!  Congratulations!!!  These presentations will be made on March 10th during the 

service.  

We have welcomed 2 new CAMPP Kids over the last two months.  Brent Smith and 

Amelia Mercer.   YAY!!!!!    So glad to have you both joining our CAMPP family and 

all the FUN!!!!       

March CAMPP nights will be the 10th and the 24th starting at 6:00 p.m.  If you have 

children or grandchildren between the ages of 3 (or close to 3) and 12 that would like 

to come and check out our CAMPP FUN....please contact me at 330-537-4503.  Would 

LOVE to have you join us for games, songs, music, bible lessons, snacks and lots and 

lots of FUN!!!  See you at CAMPP!!!!! 

Luanne Sanor/Youth Director 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Th

u 

Fri Sat 

 

 

   

 

 1 2 

3 

 9:00  Bible Study 

10:00  Worship Service 

           Communion 

 

4 

7:00 Bible 

        Study @  

        Parson  

         age 

5 

 

6  4:00  Pantry  

    6:00 Ash Wed. 

    7:15  Choir 

 

7 8 9 

 

10 

 9:00  Bible Study 

10:00  Worship Service 

                   

              

 

11 

 

5:00 P.M.CFF 

Meal  

7:00 Bible 

        Study @  

        Parson  

12 

 

 

13  4:00  Pantry  

      6:00 C.A.M.P.P.      

     7:15  Choir 

14 

 

15 16 

 

17 

9:00  Bible Study 

10:00  Worship Service 

18 

7:00 Bible 

        Study @  

        Parson  

         age 

 

 

19 

630 Consistory       

        Meeting  

        With Rev.          

        Nayiri  

        Karjian 

20 4:00  Pantry  

     6:45  Choir 

     at Reading  

      Church 

 

21 22 

 

23 

8:30A.M 

Men’s                  

Breakfast 

 

24 

9:00  Bible Study 

10:00  Worship Service 

 

 

25 

5:00 P.M.CFF 

Meal  

7:00 Bible 

        Study @  

        Parson  

         age 

26 27  4:00  Pantry  

       6:00 C.A.M.P.P.      

       7:15 Bells 

       7:45Choir 

28   
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Ben Humphrey 3/1 

Abby Johnson 3/7 

Brian Bandy 3/12 

Patricia Brogan 3/13 

Anthony Cappa 3/18 

Edward Miller 3/19 

Morgan Miller 3/19 

Pam Baum  3/22  

 
Dave  & Cricket Yaggi 

3/12/1977 
 

Dave & Debbie Scott 
3/31/1978 

 

 
Liturgist  
   March  3 
   March  10    

   March  17 
   March  24  
 
Coffee Hour  
            March  3 
   March  10    

   March  17 
   March  24 
Communion Preparer    

   March  3 
   March  10    

   March  17 
   March  24 
March Head Usher Jackie Sanor 
 
The Church needs people for the 

above dates. You can signup on the 
chart on the table by the mail box. 
 
 

 
 330/525-7330 

 
The Church’s  e-mail is :  

Bethelchurchbeloit@gmail.com 
 
 

Pastor Allen Kahler 
Minister 

 
 

Deborah Cappa 
Ministry Assistant 

 
 
 

Anne McKarns 
Treasurer 

 
 

Wayne Fieldhouse 
Building Maintenance 

 
 

Luanne Sanor 
Music Director  

CAMPP Director 
 
 
 

Marie Miller 
Pianist 
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Choir Notes 

 
 Beginning on March 6th we will enter our season of Lent which makes Easter only 

six weeks away.  Hard to believe!!  This is a time of reflection as we remember the 

tremendous sacrifice Jesus made for each of us on the cross and then the unbelieva-

ble celebration of Him rising from the dead on Easter morning.   The choir, bell choir 

and CAMPP kids have been preparing songs for this special season of remembrance, 

reflection and celebration that we look forward to sharing with all of you.  We are es-

pecially excited about our new Easter anthem that is emotional and very powerful.  

Let us join our hearts and minds together as we begin this journey and as we remem-

ber the price that Jesus paid for us all.    

The annual SingSpiration will be held the Sunday after Easter, April 28th, at Reading 

Church on Georgetown Road near Homeworth.   As you may remember.... when 

Bethel hosted it last year we WON the Attendance Award for the year!!!  YAY!!!   

That was awesome!!  Well, folks....that honor will be up for grabs again at Reading.  

Please keep this in mind and plan to come ....not only help us win....but to support 

the Bethel choir as well as the other area choirs that will be on hand to share in the 

festivities of the evening.  Plans are being made for the combined choirs to sing two 

special songs during the evening which will no doubt be wonderful to hear.   So mark 

your calendars and LET’S WIN THAT ATTENDANCE AWARD AGAIN!!!  We can do 

it Bethel!!!!!!!!  
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Prayers:  John Bradley, Dave Scott and Family, Estella Smith, John Yaggi. 
 

Long Term Prayer List:  Alice Brunner, Kylie Dillon, John Handschin, Ed & 

Mickey Liebhart, Jim Orlosky, and Our Military 
 

Prayers for Homebound and In-Care Members:  Ruth Denny, Harlan &   
Betty Kestner, Janice McLaughlin,  Betty Simpkins, and Delores Stoffer,  

Dear Friends at Bethel UCC 

 Just a note to  apologize  for your January and February postcards for your birthdays 

and anniversaries being late. Deb sent me the address labels after the annual meet-

ing. I couldn’t get  them all mailed before my cataract surgery Feb. 12th. The surgery 

was a  success !!! I can see much better now. I am working on the postcards as I  can 

and hope to be back on track soon. Thank you for understanding. 

Sincerely in Christ 

Janice Barker– McLaughlin 
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